Blessed are the Poor in Spirit
Prop: To show how we must be desperate for God to inherit the kingdom of God

Text:  Matthew 5:1-3

Background:

1. Pharisees, law and legalism
2. Saducees what does religion do for me now?
3. Esceenes seclusion and separation
4. Zealots Politics and religion
I. Blessing

II. Poor

a. Relative Poverty-
b. Absolute Poverty- 

Application-Ways to maintain our desperation for God
1) Fasting

2) Prayer

3) Scripture memorization

4) The Disciplines of our faith

5) Sacrificial Giving…like the poor widow

6) Anything that will remind you of the life you were rescued from

Other Scriptures that may be used during the message

Luke 21:1-4

Pslams 51:1-3 Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love; blot out my transgression. Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse me from my sin.  For I know my transgressions, and my sin is always before me.

Psalms 34:18 The Lord is close to the brokenhearted and saves those who are crushed in spirit

Psalms 51:17  The Sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken  and a contrite heart O God, you will not despise

