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- L HRE12: the story of a Jewess who married a Gentile

. B&18i2: the story of a Gentile who married a Jew
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»  The most popular traditions are Mordecai (ZRJEE) 9: 29
. Ezra (LAHR#I) wrote other history books after [8])3

- Nehemiah (%K) familiar with Persian customs
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470BC? (483-470BC)

ISHEEMTE (1:1), TEME=5E(1:3)... Hebrew Ahasuerus
“high father”, a title)

Xerxes | (NIV) or Artaxerxes “NAEEFRTFE] LARRHIIC 4:7,
486BC And In the days of Artaxerxes king of Persia (Ezra 4:7)

Xerxes? . time frame, his temper, was assassinated
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Persian Empire (550 - 330 BCE)
(Achaemenid)

Assyrian Empire (746 - 609 BCE)&

Macedonian Empire
(During the reign of
Alexander the Great (lll) 336 - 323 BCE)

Babylonian Empire (609 - 539 BCE)



Key Verses:
“for such a time as this”

» 414 “WHHMFEFAOARS, IMRALMN BB SHEIRSIRIL, (RFl
RV ECKT., SRS T EEYMYSD, A2ANSEIS
157 ” (For if you remain silent at this time, relief and
deliverance will arise from another place, but you and your
father’'s family will perish. And who knows but that you have
come to the royal position for such a time as this.)



Subject: YR

» The purpose of the Book of Esther is to display the

providence of God, especially in regard to His chosen people,
Israel. The Book of Esther records the institution of the Feast

of Purim and the obligation of its perpetual observation. The
Book of Esther was read at the Feast of Purim to

commemorate the great deliverance of the Jewish nation

brought about by God through Esther. Jews today still read
Esther during Purim.

.« KT : EIEH: joy and celebration
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» R0 B ERYFERIZFEE 7 192)K
» Esther Is the record of Israel in a self-chosen pathway
» Under Cyrus, Ezra and Nehemiah did return, very small remnants

» Majority didn’t return, chose the prosperity and luxury of Persia

» Out of will of God, but not beyond His care

- LAERMSIE EiRiREGS R (BRR) | fUEIRS|IAY,; (BR8N
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1. Chapters 1:1-2:18 — [g EL3EHE/E13 Esther replaces Vashti;

2. Chapters 2:19-7:10 — I5=2MZ57RK K Mordecai overcomes
Haman,;

3. Chapters 8:1-10:3 — Israel survives Haman's attempt to destroy
them.

A KErE, LML, RER, lB=

The foolish king, the lovely Esther, the wise Mordecal, all have made

their appearance. Since there Is no story without conflict-enter the
villain Haman
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Galle, Philips & Heemskerck, Maerten van, 16th / 17th century
Mordechai listen to the betrayal of Bigthan and Teresh
Engraving
192 mm x 240 mm; hxw 2 (CA): 205 mm x 242 mm
Museum Boijmans Van Beuningen, Rotterdam, Netherlands




C3. I§= anti-Semitism

(eSS 1+ —FI1ER)
» Mordecali:

» v2:5 offspring of King
Saul, from tribe of
Benjamin

* Haman:

- v3:1 the Agagite —=
/)

- 1 Samuel 15:8 Saul
spared Agag Paul Alexandre Alfred Leroy (1860 in Paris — 1942)

Haman and Mordecai, 1884

e deCree anr“h”ate a” the Odessa Museum of Western and Eastern Art
Jews on (12/13)




The Jewish Months (And When They Usually Fall)

Shevat (January-February)
Adar (#12) (February-March)
Nisan (#1) (March-April)

lyyar (April-May)

Sivan (#3) (May-June)

Tammuz (June-July)

JANY, (July-August)

Elul (August-September)
Tishrel (September-October)
Heshvan (October-November)
Kislev (November-December)

Tevet (December-January)



C4. "For such a time as
this”

* mourn, fast,
* NO prayer mentioned

C5. the scepter of grace
and the nobility of Esther

* up to half the kingdom




C6. £ % LiEAE

B W

-

¥

I

’»_!

5 R
3!
4
- |

%‘ S ‘ \;5;

q
‘WA ”




C7. RRzZEfFRY £ ke




C8. the Message of HOPE (YIIMSEEE+_"_F=H)

« NSRS, AR, NAESEFIITHERE
WHTFRY, {RpEfttABIE. XEEBFIE PR, 2
A IMNEFIERIN .. "X E2ERF0%e1dRY, Isaiah 54:17

* HNTEAKXKEET], HE—RSENEATER. BA
MIBEZT, A8, RE T, HBIHAME, DIAE. ..
BRANSREEDMEA], RESUB(). .. 357 37:35,36,40

- A decree has gone out from God to mankind: “fHZtE A
, BEERMERVIREFGLEME(], IH—Y)EEaAECKT,
RIBIKE,



C8. the message of HOPE (YIMSEEE+_"_F=H)

C9 & C10. the institution of the Feast of Purim (T AAHRY
=iHT) (IepEEsEt+—F1T_H)
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1. R EHF, “I55”
2. For such a time as this”
A1 15K BIURIN =7
3. LAERMEHI 9 AL ES



