I wish you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!
About school
I apologize for not writing to you again for a long time.  I am doing well in my new university.  I am teaching only 12 hours per semester, and all of them are oral Japanese, (1st & 2nd year Japanese majors) so my work load is significantly lower compared to before.  So I am happy.  The students started to visit me, and especially the freshmen are very enthusiastic about learning Japanese.  They divided themselves into groups of 5 people and take turns to visit me.  They are really cute! 
Since I’m sent through an org., I am leading a quiet life, but I did teach “Silent Night” to the students.  For the 2nd year students, I taught all three verses in Japanese and explained a bit of the meaning.  (I sang all 3 verses to both 1st & 2nd students in Japanese, and taught only the 1st verse to the freshman.)  Most of them had never heard this famous and beautiful song.  One student said they don’t have the chance to hear them.  May the true joy and peace come into their hearts!

I am getting along well with the students, and trying to be a good teacher.  The students are great (well, most of them!) and there is particularly one freshmen girl who surprises me with how much she can communicate in Japanese already!  Others are coming along too.  They just started learning this Sep. from scratch (the ABC) so I am proud of them.  Having enthusiastic students is a wonderful blessing to me.  I am encouraged by them.  Since they tend to come in groups (well, I’m the one who told them to do so) it’s difficult to build up close relationships with individuals at this moment.  But I am hoping opportunities will be given so close relationships can be built, so that we can talk about really important things in life.  Please ask Him for wisdom and opportunities for me.  

The semester went by fast, and now I am giving final exams starting next week.  Please remember me in your thoughts that the exams will be done smoothly and the recordings of grades will be done FAST and EASILY!  (This is really draining for me.)  I never thought that teachers have so much work to do! (But my stress level is much lower than the previous university—thanks be to Him!)
Life in Qingdao (Huangdao)

I live in Shandong province, in a place called Huangdao which belongs to Qingdao.  It’s on the east coast, pretty close to Japan.  The ocean is nearby—so I am happy.  But the wind is strong here and in winter time it gets stronger.  It snowed twice already, and yesterday on the way to class I fell but I’m OK. (  The city of Qingdao is not very close—I need to take a bus and a ferry to get there. (If I want to go to the international fellowship club in Qingdao, it may take up to 2 hours one way.)  Qingdao is a modern and prosperous city and people are much more affluent than my previous place.  Huangdao is an economic developing area, and it’s not a big city like Qingdao.  Around the campus there are factories and some shops and villages--and we are in the middle of no where.  There are only 11 foreign teachers and I am the only Japanese here.  It is a big change from my previous university where there were over 70 foreign teachers.  There are two more associates from the same org. as me so we met once a week for fellowship with other associates in another university.  (This Wed. was the last meeting for this semester.)  So I do have a family here but sometimes get a bit lonely.  I will try to focus on Him and build up relationships with the students and people here.
Regarding my home, I (each of us) have a huge apartment.  There are two bedrooms, a computer, a kitchen, a huge bathroom, and a washing machine (this thrilled me).  It’s furnished and there are utensils and other necessary stuff in the kitchen so I am blessed.  But I rarely cook because it takes time, so I often buy meals from the cafeteria close by.  However, recently I’ve been making something edible because I’m not supposed to eat certain things due to the medication I’m taking.  To make a long story short, I’m having rabies shot after being bit by a cat off-campus. (It’s just a very, very light bite.  Probably he/she was playing with me.)  According to the doctor it’s better to have the rabies shot so I’m done with the 4th one out of 5 shots.  Yes, it takes 5 shots which I didn’t know and during the period of 28 days I am not supposed to consume:  alcohol, anything hot (spicy), garlic, onion and its family group (?), and caffeine.  Also I can’t do any rough (harsh?) sports.  So during this holiday season I am a bit sad without tea and chocolate, but I’m getting used to it.  So what I learned from this is:  never touch any mammals in this country (or in another country) unless I know they had rabies shots!!  
I’ve been to the local club on weekends for several times but sometimes I didn’t go at all.  So I hope I will start to go again.  Please ask Him that I will remain in Him and will seek the relationship with Him to be the top priority—which honestly I am not doing well.  Thank you for remembering me in your thoughts.  
Other updates
My younger sister got married on October 31, so I flew to Japan for a short trip to attend her wedding. (Please view the picture below.  I’m in the green kimono.)  The wedding was nice, and I wore a kimono (it was uncomfortable).  It was nice to see my relatives, my family, and my cat Anna.  Anna is doing well—she will be 5 years old next year and the vet. Keeps telling us that she needs to loose weight.  I wish I could have Anna with me here, but that’s impossible so I look at her pictures instead.  (No pets allowed on campus—plus I don’t think it’s a good environment here for pets.)

Today is Christmas Eve, and I’m going to Qingdao to see another associate friend and we will go to a Christmas party thrown by the Int’l fellowship.  I don’t know what kind of party it’s going to be, but looking forward to it.  It’s nice to go to Qingdao for a change.  Qingdao looks like a western city so it reminds me a bit of home—so it will be nice to spend a day there for this special season.  
Thank you for taking your time to read this, and again, my apology for not writing to you sooner.  I hope that each one of you will have a blessed Christmas and a wonderful New Year, and may all of you be filled with His peace from above this special time of the year.  

Blessings,

Yuko

PS:  I am thinking about what to do next year—please remember me in your thoughts that He will show me His will clearly and will guide me.  Thank you!!!

Reminder:  When you write to me, please be careful with the words!  Please avoid using any c terms.  Thank you!!!!  
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(From left, my father, sister, me, and my mother.)

*Please remember my father who doesn’t know Him personally yet.  Also please remember my sister that her relationship with our Dad will be real.  Thank you!
